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REDUCE OIL DEPENDENCE AND TRANSCEND AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE.

Minister Soria advocates the need to
reduce dependence on oil

Ricardo Fraguas

"We have to do what we can to eliminate dependence on oil as a source of energy," says Minister José

Manuel Soria. The Minister of Industry, Energy and Tourism of the Government of Spain expresses his
conviction for the rational reorganization of production, supply and energy consumption. It does this week,
together with the president of Cantabria, Ignacio Diego, in Santander, strolling through a brand new Technology Park designed to
boost research, development and innovation, within the framework of the Invercantabria Plan.

In a first approximation, it does not seem reasonable that, being able to be self-sufficient in energy matters, we maintain a
situation of dependence.

The levels of production capacity of clean and renewable energy in Spain, at competitive costs and reasonable prices, have
reached a high level and can reach the point of substitution, once the systems of accumulation and distribution are reorganized.

Minister Soria, with experience, preparation, and willingness to promote solutions that serve the common interest and the agents
involved, is not easy at all, but his reformist and open-minded attitude is well on the way.

Depending on the interests of the parties involved, the reform of the regulatory frameworks will always seem to be too little or too
fast or too slow, but the Minister insists on his conviction that the spirit is to improve things for the immediate future and that of The
generations to come.

Los avances tecnoldgicos en materia de generacion de energia limpia y renovable, ya traducidos a soluciones competitivas en el
mercado, permiten, a un Pais como Espafa, optar por un cambio y autonomia casi total, en materia energética.

Aun siendo posible la transicion se plantea muy compleja, y no sélo por los intereses creados, de los principales grupos
inversores y propietarios de las empresas relacionadas con el petréleo. Estado y Comunidades, Administraciones y servicios
publicos se financian, en buena parte, mediante los ingresos de los impuestos directos e indirectos de productos derivados del
petroleo.

Este verano, en el precio que pagamos por litro de gasolina y gasoil, casi el j{50%! son impuestos.

En el caso del gasoleo, segun los datos aportados por la Asociacion Espariola de Operadores de Productos Petroliferos (AOP),
ese porcentaje se eleva al 49,38%, lo que supone 0,64 euros por litro. De esta cantidad, 0,40 euros (el 62%) procede del
Impuesto de Hidrocarburos, cuya competencia recae sobre el Estado, y los otros 14 céntimos (el 32%) son del IVA. El restante
6% corresponde al impuesto de venta minorista de determinados hidrocarburos, que tiene dos tramos: el estatal, 2,4 céntimos por
litro y el autonémico, conocido como el céntimo sanitario.

Parece mucho ingreso y mucho sustento como para poder prescindir de él, de manera inmediata. Pero lo cierto es que va siendo
posible, podemos tender hacia una autonomia energética.

Somos capaces de generar la energia que necesitamos para vivir, producir y desplazarnos de fuentes renovables y podemos
utilizar vehiculos no contaminantes que utilicen esa energia. Tenemos ahora que ser capaces de crear y establecer formulas que
sustenten nuestras economias en modelos que no se fundamenten en la combustion de las gasolinas.
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Mientras tanto, todos los que estemos decididos, ya podemos generar energia limpia para el autoconsumo y para el
desplazamiento y el transporte de mercancias, tenemos a nuestra disposicion, cada vez, un mas amplio abanico de vehiculos no
contaminantes que utilizan esa energia.

The thinker and lover of knowledge Santanderino, Menéndez Pelayo, in an emotional review of the essence of his life, beyond his
professional achievements and full of common sense, reminded us, before the facade of his Library, the precious voice of Manuel
Galiana: "The majority of the politicians | have known, rather than interest and the common good, were guided by the lust for
power and personal lucidity." (Magnificent text by Mario Crespo)

We send encouragement and good energies to Soria, Diego and the rest of our rulers to move away from such a concept and to
transcend by undertaking ways that facilitate the search for happiness and common welfare.

http://www.diarioya.es/content/el-ministro-soria-aboga-por-la-necesidad-de-reducir-la-dependencia-del-petr%C3%B3leo 2/2



